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After her divorce, best-selling romance author, Mary Jane Marsh Simmons decided to move all

seven of her girls out of the big city and back home to her hometown, Nacona, Texas. So when the

last remaining relative of Miz Raven died and the Paradise was put on the market, she bought it, an

old house that had been a brothel during the cattle trial days in Spanish Fort, Texas.Joe Clay Carter

had just retired from twenty years in the Marines, Special Forces. He'd lived through wars and

rumors of wars and decided to go home to Nacona to do nothing but play poker, draw his retirement

check and enjoy life. Two weeks later he was bored stiff, his motel room closing in on him, and he

was seriously thinking of reenlisting until high old high school crush, Mary Jane, came to his door

asking him to remodel her new house.As teenagers Mary Jane never gave Joe Clay a second

glance, so he was surprised by her offer. Immediately they shook on the deal and he moved into her

house to get started. Much to his surprise, the house came filled to the roof with little girls, good

food, and crazy conversation, all wrapped up in a house that needed a minor miracle to fix by

Christmas. He wasn't sure if he could get it done in time but he was willing to try. If only Mary Jane

was willing to give him a chance too.
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Every single time I read a Carolyn Brown book I don't think it can get any better, but she proves me

wrong time and time again. This book just warmed my heart from the first page on...Mary Jane

Marsh Simmons is a divorce woman with seven beautiful little girls she's been raising on her own,

since her ex-husband walked out on them on Thanksgiving four years ago. She decided to move

them all back to her small hometown of Nacona, Texas, to raise the girls without the fears of drugs

and crime that was all around in a big city like Dallas.The only place she could find that would suit

their needs, was a place that had once been a brothel. Miz Raven was the last remaining relative to

own the place and when she died the house went up for sale and Mary Jane immediately bought

the place. It was going to need a lot of work though. The plumbing, electrical, heating needed to be

updated first before anything else, but there was a whole lot more that had to be done to make it fit

for eight females to live in.Joe Clay Carter had just retired from twenty years in the Marines, Special

Forces. He'd lived through wars and rumors of wars and decided to go home to Nacona to do

nothing but play poker, draw his retirement check and enjoy life. Two weeks later he was bored stiff,

his motel room closing in on him, and he was seriously thinking of reenlisting until high old high

school crush, Mary Jane, came to his door asking him to remodel her new house.Joe Clay had

been so in love with Mary Jane since way back in high school, and he was still in love with her.

That's the real reason he never married. No woman had ever been able to hold a candle next to his

sweet Mary Jane. Not one. So when she came knocking on his motel room door, he took the job.
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